
STATE OF NEI^I YORK
STATE TAX COMI'{ISSION

In  the Mat ter  of  the Pet i t ion .

o f

JOSEPHINE COPPA

For a Redetermination of a Deficiency or
a Revision of a Determlnation or a Refund
of Unineorporateal Business
Taxes under Art iclefuf T of the
Tax Law for the Year(s) lDoffimfio|Dffi

1070. 1071 and 1072

State of New York
County of Albany

Itfiarsina Dorrnini , being duly sworn, deposes and says that

she ls an employee of the Department of Taxatlon and Finance, over 18 years of

age, and that on the 39th day of Jr:ne , L9W, she senred the wlthln

Notice of Decision by (certlfled) mall upon Jessphine Coppa

@ the petltioner ln the withln proceedl.ng,

encLosing a true copy thereof in a secureLy sealed postpald rrrapper addreseed

follows: Ms. Josephine Coppa
56 lvlacDor:gal Street
New York, New York 10012

and by deposit lng same encLosed in a postpaid properly addreseed wrapper ln a

(post of f ice or off ic lal  depository) under the excLusive care and custody of

the United States Postal  Servlce wlthin the State of New York.

T h a | d e p o n e n t f u r t h e r s a y s t h a t t h e s a i d a d d r e s a e e i s t h e @ f f i

)g60eb€0 petitloner hereln and that the addresg set forth on said lrrapper ts the

Last knorsn address of the M pet i t toner.

Sworn to before me thls

AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

by

as

rA-3 (2176)



STATE OF NET.I YORK
STATE TN( COMMISSION

In the Matter of the Pet i t lon

o f
JOSEPHINE COPPA

For a Redeterminat ion of a Def ic iency or
a Revislon of a Determtnat{on or a Refund
of Unincorporated Business
Taxes under Art icle(gf 23

AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

of the
Tax Law i for the Year(s) )gEmgp0g0fie0

1q70r 1q71 aitd 1972

State of New York
County of Albany

Itfiarsina Donnini ' being duly sworn, deposes and says that

she is an employee of the Department of Taxatlon and Flnance, over 18 years of

age, and that on the30th day of Jg::e , L977, she serrred the wlthln

Notice of Decision by (certlfled) mail upon Mr.. Weiner

(representative of) the petltLoner Ln the withln proceedLng,

by enclosing a true copy thereof ln a securely sealed postpald wrapper addreeeed

as follows: IvIr. Weiner
15 Rowena Lane
E. Northport, Long Island, New York aI73I

and by depositlng same enclosed in a postpaid properly addreseed rilrapPer in a

(post of f ice or off ic ial  deposltory) under the excLuslve care and custody of

the Unlted States Postal  Service wlthin the State of New York.

That deponent further says that the said addressee is the (representative

of the) petitloner herein and that the address set forth on eald rrraPper ls the

last known address of the (representat ive of the) pet l t ioner.

Sworn to before me this

rA-3 (2/76)



STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF TA)(ATION AND FINANCE

TAX APPEALS BUREAU
STATE CAMPUS

A L B A N Y ,  N . Y .  1 2 2 2 7

h t0, lstt

ADORESS YOUR REPLY  TO

rELEpHoilE: rs r a l_{fitriJ}ftf-

STATE TAX COMMISSION

r
I. &qEnffir
S Lrft[ ttrrt
l|; ldfrNtr 5 tbfi fm,jl

ha ll. gql:r

/%
[,u0il1

ft*rlr rf
Represent$l$tl 0ldr nilru

:l'H: ::Ii"T:i'E"ll,lliof,*dhp d herewirh.

Please take further notice that Pursuant to
Section(p 

?rn 
of the Tax Law, anY

proceediilg Lilcourt to revLew an adverse deci-
sion must be cormnenced within . .
from the date or fil;-";;i;;- { htL

Inquiries concerning the computation of tax
due or refund allowed in accordance with this
decision or concerning any other matter relative
hereto rnay be addressed to the undersigned. They
will be referred to the proper party for reply.

tnrly yours,

Enc .

cc :  Pet l . t ioner rs

Taxing Bureau's Representat ive:

Very

nm r.

rA-1 .  12  (L l7  6 )



STATE OF NEW YORK

STATE TAX COMMISSION

In the Matter of the Petit ion

o f

JOSEPHINE COPPA

for Redetermination of a Deficiency or
for Refund of Unincorporated Business
Taxes under Art icle 23 of the Tax Law
fo r  t he  Years  L97O,  L97L  and  L972 .

(F i l e  Nos .  L3789  and  13547) .

A small claims hearing was held before Wi l l iam Valcarcel ,

DECTSTON

Josephine Coppa,

a profession exempt

Petit ioner, Josephine Coppa, residing at 56 lt [acDougal Street,

New York, New York 10012, has f i led a petit ion for redetermination

of a deficiency or for refund of unincorporated business taxes

und.er  Ar t ic le  23 of  the Tax Law for  the years L97O, L97L and 1972

Smal l  Cla ims Hear ing Of f icer ,  on Septenber  22,  L976 at  10:45 a.m.

at ' the of f ices of the State Tax Commission, T\,vo World Trade

center, New York, New York. The petit ioner appeared by Mr. weiner.

The fncome Tax Bureau appeared by Peter Crotty, Esq. (Frank Levitt ,

Esq .  o f  counse l ) .

ISSUE

Whether the activit ies of the petit ioner,

as a typographer and. layout art ist, constitute

from ttre unincorporated. business tax.
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FTNDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSTONS OF IAW

1. Petit ioner, Josephine Coppa, is a self-employed typog-

rapher and layout art ist. The nature of her activit ies is that

of taking a manuscript and preparing it  for print ing.

2. The process of sett ing and arranging type for print ing

includes the correcting, arranging and styl ing of the material

to  be pr in ted.  The sk i l ls  u t i l ized by the pet i t ioner  inc luded

the use of foreign languages, a f ine command of the English

language,  and a specia l ized knowledge in  the f ie ld  of  ch i ldren 's

school  books.

3. The petit ioner is a graduate of the University of

Pennsylvania, with a degree in Liberal Arts, where she part ici-

pated in the extensive study of languages, English, music and

mathematics.

4. Although New York University and the New School for

Social Research presently offer degrees in the f ields of l i tho-

graphy and typograptry, the petitioner does not have suctt a degree.

5.  No Federa l ,  s ta te or  c i ty  s tatute regulates the act iv i t ies,

or dictates the minimum educational requirements of a typographer.

6. Capital was not an income producing factor and aln- income

was derived from personal services rendered by the petit ioner.

7. The petit ioner did. not f i le unincorporated busineFs tax

returns for the years L97O, L97L and, L972 upon the advice of her
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accountant that her activit ies were those of a professional exempt

from the unincorporated business tax.

B.  The word "profess ion"  impl ies at ta inments in  profess ional

knowled.ge in some department of science or learning and not mere

sk i I I  and appl icat ion of  knowledge.  Al though the pet i t ionerrs

activit ies as a typographer require special knowledge and ski l ls,

the application and nature of these attr ibutes do not constitute

a profess ion.  The pet i t ioner 's  income is  subject  to  the unincor-

porated business tax s ince her  act iv i t ies do not  const i tu te the

practice of a profession within the meaning and intent of section

203  ( c )  .

9. That the petit ioner had reasonable cause for not f i l ing

unincorporated business tax returns for  the years L97O, L97L and

L972 and that, therefore, penalt ies imposed pursuant to section

685 (a )  ( 1 )  and  (2 )  a re  cance l l ed .

10. The Income Tax Bureau is hereby directed to accordingly

modify the notices of deficiency issued on August 26, L972 for

the years L97O and 1971;  and December 22,  L975 for  the year  L972.

Except as so granted, the petit ion is in aII other respects denied.

DATED: Albany, New York

June 30, L977

COMMISSIONER


