
STATE OF IIEW YORK
STATE TAX CO},IMISSION

In the Matter of the Petition :

o f

Vignel l i  Associates, Ltd. and Massimo Vignel l i

and Elena Vignel l i ,  Indiv.  & as Off icers

for Redetermination of a Deficiency or a Revision :

of a Determination or a Refund of

AIT'IDAVIT OF }IAILII{G

Sales & Use Tax

under Article 28 & 29 of the Tax Law

for  the Per iod 6/1/7t  -  11130/76.

State of New York

County of Albany

Jay Vredenburg, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is an euployee

of the Department of Taxation and Finance, over 18 years of age, and that on the

9th day of January, 1981, he served the within notice of Determination by mai.l

upon Vignel l i  Associates, Ltd. and Massimo Vignel l i ,  and Elena Vignel l i ,  Indiv.

& as Off,icers, the petitioner in the within proceeding, by enclosing a true copy

thereof in a securely sealed

Vignell i  Associate
and Elena Vignel}i
410  E .  62nd  S t .
New York, NY 1003

and by depositing same enclo ed in a postpaid

(post of f ice or off ic ial  d itory) under the

United States Postal Service within the State

postpaid nrapper addressed as fol lows:

, Ltd. and Massimo Vignelli
Indiv. & as Off icers

That deponent further s

and that the address set for

pet i t ioner.

Sworn to before rne this

9th day of January, 1981.

that the said

h on said wrapper

properly addressed wrapper in a

exclusive care and custody of tbe

of New York.

addressee is the petitioner herein

is the last known address of the



STATE OT NEW YORK
STATE TAX CO}IUISSION

Vignel l i  Associates,

and Elena Vignel.li, I

for Redetermination of a De

of a Determination or a Ref

In the Matter the Petition

d. and

v .&

cI.ency

llassimo Vignelli

as 0fficers

or a Revision :

i t ioner.

ATT'IDAVIT OF HAITIilG

of

Sales & Use Tax

under Article 28

for the Period 6

29 of Tax Law

71  -  11 76 .

State of New York

County of Albany

Jay Vredenburg, being

of the Department of Taxati

9th day of January, 1981,

upon Laurence Voge1 the

proceeding, by enclosing a

vtrapper addressed as follows

Mr. Laurence Vogel
Greenbaum, l[olff &
437 Madison Ave.
New York, li[Y 1002

and by depositing same e

(post off ice or off ic ial

United States Postal Service within the State

That deponent further that the said

the petitioner herein and t the address set

known address of the repres Live of

Sworn to before me this

9th tlay of January, 1981.

uly sworo, deposes and says that he is aa euployee

and Finance, over 18 years of ager and that on the

served the within notice of Deternination by nail

resentative of the petitionet fu the within

true copy thereof in a securely sealed postpaid

ed in a postpaid properly addressed wrapper iu a

exclusive care and custody of the

of New York.

addressee is the representative of

forth on said wrapper is the last

itory) under the



Vignel l i  Associates, Ltd.
and Elena Vignelli, Irdiv.
410 E. 52nd St.
New York, NY f0031

Gentlemen:

STATE OF NEW YORK
STATE TI\X COMMISSION
LBANY, NEW YORK 1??27

January 9, f981

Massimo Vignelli
& as Off,icers

Please tahe notice of the
herewith.

Determination of the State Tax Coromission enclosed

You have nolrr erhausted right of review at the adninistrative level.
Pursuaot to sect ion(s) f l
review aa adverse decisi
rrnder Article 78 of the
in the Supreme Court of
from the date of this aot

Inquiries concerning the
accordance with this deci

Petitioner's Represe
f,aurence Vogel
Greenbarrm, I,tolff & E
437 Madison Ave.
New York, NY LA022

& f243 of the Tax f,aw, any proceeding in court to
by the State Tax Comission can only be instituted
vil Practice f,aws and RuLes, and nust be comenced

State of }{ew York, A1bany Couaty, within 4 months

conputation of tax due or refuad allowed in
on may be addressed to:

NY Dept. Taxation and Finance
Commissioner and Counsel

Alr
Ph e # (s18) 457-624A

New York 12227

Very truly yours,

STATS TN( COI'WSSION

tive

t

c c :

Taxing Bureau's Repre entative



VIGNETTI ASSOCIATES LTD. ,  and DETER}TINATION
UASSTUO VfGNEf,LI and vrcNEI.LI,

INDIVIDUALLY A}ID 0rrrcBRs

t ion or forfor Revision of a Detern
Refund of Sa1es and Use s under
Articles 28 and 29 of the Tax Law for
tbe Period June 1, 1971
November 30, L976.

Applicants, Vignell Associates, Ltd.,  and Massino Vignel l i  and Elena

Vignel l i ,  410 East 62nd , New York, New York f003f, fi led an application

STATE OF ilTEW YORK

STATE TAX COIIIfISSION

In the Hatter of the

of

for revision of a determ:

Articles 28 and 29 of the

1976 ( r i le  No.  19396) .

A fornal hearing

offices of the State Tax

Yorh, on December l ,  197

Wolff & Ernst (Laurence

Audit. Division appeared

counse l ) .

Application

nation or for refund of sales aad use taxes under

Tax Law for the period June l, 1971 through Novenber 30,

held before Edward Goodell, Hearing Officer, at the

Comission, Two tlorld Trade Center, New York, New

at 9:15 A.U. Applicants appeared by Greenbaun,

I  and Jonathan M. Harr is,  Esgs.,  of  couasel) .  The

Peter Crotty,  8sq. (Bruce M. Zatanan, Esq.,  of

I .

design

I I .

should,

ISSU0S

Whether teupora

concepts for the

If so, whether

transfers of possession of graphic presentations of

of reproduction constituted tarable sales.

he receipts of appLicant Vignelli Associates, Ltd.

nevertheless, be exempt from sales tax to the exteot of $8081012.70.

TINDINGS OF FACT

1. A Not ice of rmination and Demand for Payment of Sales and Use

iEsued by the AuditTaxes Due, dated llay 9, 77 (l{otice l,Io. 90 17401894), was



-2-

Division against the appl cants ,  V igne l l i  Assoc ia tes ,  L td . ,

and Elena Vignelli, i.ndi dually and as officers, for the

1971 through November 30,

i n t e r e s t  o f  $ 3 5 , 7 1 3 . 2 8 ,  f

L976 in the amount of $80,467.92,

r  a  t o r a l  o f  $ 1 1 6 , 1 8 1 . 7 9 .

and liassimo Vignelli

tax period June 1,

plus penalties and

2. Applicant Vignel

offices in New York City

are i ts sole off icers and

3. Appl icants Elena

of Architect ' r  in l taly;

States; and both have le

Applicant Elena

not l icensed as an archit

b.  Product des

c. The design

communicates its design

tation with the client a

i  Associates, Ltd. is a New York corporat ion with

and applicants Hassimo Vignelli and Elena Vignelli

shareholders.

Vignelli and Massimo Vignelli attended iltbe

ived fellowships to universities in the

Universities

United

In  1973,  E lena Massimo Vignelli were awarded the gold nedal for

design by the American In titute of Architects; were also rrhonoredrr in 1978 by

the New York chapter of American Institute of Architects for rrthe interior

design of  the St .  Peter t Church in Cit icorpr ' ;  and in or about \977 ot 1978,

ident of the American Institute of Graphic Arts.Massimo Vignell i \ i las

4. Applicant Vigne l i  Associates, Ltd. is engaged in the business of

rendering design services as  fo l lows:

a. The visual c

corporate logos, packages

ication of graphic design, such as the design of

and book covers for publishers.

red at universities in the United States.

ignelli is a registered architect in Italy but is

in the United States.

, such as lines or items of furniture and dishware.

the interior of roons and of exhibitions.

epts to its clients either through (a) otal consul-

supervision of the cl ientrs graphic design staff  or

cl ient or to the cl ientrs pr inters or signmakers,

5. In the rendit io of i ts services, appl icant Vignel l i  Associates, Ltd.,

(b) by delivering to the



sketches, mock-ups, model

nay be appropriate, (he

6. Said visual pre

of communicating the desi

product after which they

8. No one to whom

visual presentations on

lray retouch the work tha

are returned to applicant Vignelli Associates, Ltd.

7 .  Pr io r  to  de l i as aforesaid, said visual presentations are stamped

with a legend as fol lows:

t tPlease return to:
Vignel l i  Associates
Designers
410 East 62 Street
New York 10021. New York
2r2/ 593- 7416 - -593- 1418
For reproduction purposes onlyil

-3-

, diagrams, layouts, specif ications or blueprints, as

fter collectively referred to as 'rvisual presentationst').

tations are delivered as aforesaid for the purpoae

concept and for the purpose of producing the fiaal

l icant Vignel l i  Associates, Ltd. delivers the said

to alter or in anylf of its clients has the right

i t  has done.

9. Ti t le to the sa t tv isual  presentat ionsrr

appl icant Vignel l i  Assoc

trademark or patent rela

10. To the extent

Assoc ia tes ,  L td . ,  dur ing

sources :

(a) From sales

of the Tax Law; or

(b) From sales

United States; or

(c) I ron sal

with resale cert i f icates

(d) From sa

tes, l td.  and i t  has the

to the design concept

$808r012.70  the  rece ip ts

the period at issue, were

is at all times retained by

sole right to any copyright,

i t  has created.

of the applicant, Vignelli

derived fron the following

to organizations which were exempt under section 1115

to organizations established by the Government of the

to organizations that furnished the said applicant

or

involving the delivery of visual presentations to

cant outside the State of New York; orclients of the said appl



(e) From sales

which no physical product

(f) Fron reimbur

A. That since the

the design concepts we

without the right to al

remaining in Vignelli As

B. That in view of

-4-

volving only the performance of oral services in

or design was delivered; or

ement of expenses advanced by the applicants.

collclusloNs or LAIlI

ransfers of possession of graphic presentations of

temporary for the purpose of reproduction ooly,

r or retouch the same, title thereto at all times

ciates, Ltd.,  they did not const i tute taxable sales.

Conclusion of f,aw ttAtt, Issue II above is noot and

need not be passed upon

C. That the applic ion of Vignelli Associates, ltd. and l'fassino Vignelli

and Elena Vignelli is and the Notice of Deternination aad Demand for

Payment of Sales and Us Taxes Due issued against the said applicants, dated

May 9,  1977,  is  cancel l

DATED: Albany, New York

JAN 0I t98t

th is decision.


