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DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE

MEMORANDUM : :

- Mr. John J. Purcell, Director |
To: = Attention: Mr., John W. Ryan OFFICE Specilal Inv, Bureau
FROM: Joseph H. Carter ' DATE April 4, 1968

™

supjecf: | Harold Bolstein éQ;;/) ”“‘~af

60 DeGroot Place ;Assess. No. 25-8 for $16, 500

Re:
/ Staten Island, N. Y. /' dated 3/16/67 3
i (formerly at 1190 Castleton Ave,) : ?
\\M¥ Seizure of 685 cartons of @ |

unstamped cigarettes on JQM/
| Collection Case # M-603393 2/8/67 Iy

: RIS
T e eoirr s e e

The above assessment 1s based on a peralty charge of ! $25,00 per

carton on 660 cartons. On June 28, 1967 the taxpayer pleaded
| gullty in court to the charge of possession of unstamped cigar-
| ettes|and was fined $25.00 bv Judge Cannudo.

The taxpayer appeared with his attorney, Joseph Crecca, on 4/3/68
for ah Informal hearing before Joseph H. Carter and_.S. Friedman.

Mr., Bolstein stated he was 50 years of age, suffers from a heart
condition and that his wife has been in the mental hospltal at
Wards Island on 12 occasions for varying periods during the past
‘ 12 years. He further stated that he operates a retail auto sup- L
| ‘ ply store at 1196 Castleton Ave., Staten Island which he started
3% years ago, He claimed he nets $80 to $100 per week.

Mr. Bolstein explained that a white male came into his store on
or about 2/6/67 to purchasse auvto supplies. This individual then
offered to sell the taxpayver cigarettes at $2.35 per carton, and
the taxpayer purchased 685 cartons. Mr, Bolstein stated business
was poor at the time and thought he could earn some "extra money"
fast. He claimed he did not realize it was a criminal violation
to purchase unstamped cigarettes. He noted that the seller had
Virginia license plates on his auto. He stated that thls was his
first and only purchase, and that he has no prior arrests or record
of any kind, He also furnished us with the name of a cigarette
seller currently in the area of his business address.

In view of his cooperation and the fact that *his 1s his first
offense, we decided to reduce the assessment to $300. He was!
warned that full statutory penalties weould be imposed on a 2nd
violation. We are enclosing his check for $300, drawn on The
Chase Manmhattan Bank, 666 Forest Ave., West New Brighton, S.I.,

in payment of th@ reduced assessment.
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P.S. We are notifyin t}e" Collection Bureau of the collection
of the reduced assessment.




